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UK broccoli and cauliflower (the two biggest problematic produce lines of late) are now fully 
UK. Produce quality and yields are excellent, however, restriction on overseas travel has 
increased labor issues and ultimately kept the price marginally higher than we would 
normally expect for this time of year. We are monitoring both lines closely across the UK and 
should expect to see an ease late July/early August. 

Bramley and cooking apples are still very strong on price, due to an overall shortage in 
supply. Other apples are readily available – however, southern hemisphere supply has driven 
the price up again for July.  

Carrots and potatoes are still tricky as we await the main crop for UK on both. There are 
some UK carrots available, but the quality is the issue here and French carrots have the 
majority of supply in the UK. Potatoes are largely UK with the exception of some Israeli small 
mids and Moroccan white washed. Prices have eased slightly on potatoes and will be slightly 
better priced for July.    

Some UK peppers are available with UK main crop ready as early as mid/end of July. Mainly 
Dutch peppers are in supply, but with the combination of both, prices have eased a little 
more. 
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Pricing Update 

Summer has arrived! A lot 
of UK produce starts to 

come into season at this 
time of year and through-

out the months of July and 
August we will start to see 
an array of wonderful UK 

produce. 
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Produce best buys this month 

Spring greens 

Cauliflower  

Broccoli  

Iceberg  

Little Gem 

Cos 

Courgette 

Cabbage - Primo  

Cabbage - Savoy           
(from mid- July) 

 

Produce to buy with care  

Leeks (Spanish) 

Parsnips (Spanish & French) 

Pears - Southern Hemisphere (South Africa & 
Chile) 

Citrus - Grapefruit, Lemons, Nectarines, 
Clementine’s, Satsuma’s (Southern Hemisphere) 

Root Veg - Parsnips, Swede, Turnips 

Tomatoes 

Lollo Rosso 

Curly Endive 

Oakleaf 

Strawberries    

Blueberries 

Courgette 

Baby leaf salad 

Plums 

Melons                        
(Spanish to start in July) 
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Pork 
Pork prices continued their slow upward trajectory this week. Pricing is still 17% above the 5-
year average and 14% higher than the same period last year, with prices looking set to 
remain at these levels and continued small weekly increases expected.  

This is a direct result of critical global factors including African Swine Flu and the effects of 
Covid-19. China has also started repopulating its pig houses; industry reports suggest as 
many as 10,000,000 million are required. 

Beef 
Since the lockdown due to Covid-19 and the closures of foodservice outlets there has been a 
large surge in demand for forequarter cuts, which in turn has given the beef industry a large 
imbalance of the carcass. The public have been purchasing more meat for home 
consumption with an upsurge in mince, diced and roasting joints particularly. Therefore, the 
normally cheaper forequarter is now on a parallel with the hindquarter. As demand for these 
cuts went up, so did the pricing. We have seen 25% plus increases in the cost of these 
products.  

The fact that some fast food chain operators have 
now re-opened their doors has increased the 
demand for manufacturing beef. The recent extra 
demand for manufacturing beef has seen some 
strong growth in pricing - up 7% for cull cows over 
the last few weeks. 

Deadweight pricing for prime cattle has been 
increasing over the last few weeks, with pricing 
now 6% higher than the same period last year and 
well above the 5-year average. The supply of prime 
cattle has been lower than normal and is expected 
to remain tight. 
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Lamb 
With Spring lamb now in full flow and old lambs diminishing, pricing has remained higher 
than normal. From the beginning of the year lamb pricing started to rise - with fewer 
imports coming in and more UK lamb being exported, pricing went up 15% in the first weeks 
of January and has maintained those levels 
since. 

The lack of imports into the UK and mainland 
Europe, mainly from New Zealand due to Covid
-19, has had an impact on pricing in the UK. 
New season lamb is 12% higher than the same 
period last year and 10% higher than the 5-year 
average. 

Prices look set to remain at these levels with 
slight movements dependant on supply and 
demand. 

Poultry 
The poultry market has calmed following a period of turmoil in March which saw price 
increases of 35%. Pricing on most poultry products has come down from these heights and 
remains quite steady, with slight movements up and down 5-10% on a weekly basis, mainly 
due to supply and demand. 

All pricing is set to remain stable until foodservice businesses and schools reopen properly. 
It’s possible that then we could see another high rise in pricing, with demand for certain 
products reaching higher than normal levels. 

We will review the market mid to end of August and if necessary, change our pricing so that 
we can maintain the supply chain.  



Dairy & Bakery 
IDC Market Report 

In the UK 515 million litres of milk went into liquid milk in May, down almost 14% on this time 
last year. This was influenced by the loss of the foodservice market in April due to coronavirus 
restrictions. Although retail sales of liquid milk went up, this was not enough to 
counterbalance the loss in demand from cafes, restaurants, and catering.  

Milk was instead diverted into making other products, to make use of the longer shelf-life 
and alternative sales opportunities. Milk into cheddar was up 8% in April this year and milk 
into butter was up 10% on the month and 4% year on year. We would expect some month-on
-month shift in milk utilisation to go with the seasonal lift in production, but these figures are 
more than the norm. 

Milk volumes going into powders are the most subject to variation, as drying is often used to 
handle excess milk, and so powder production increases with the seasonal peak. Milk 
volumes into powders were down 7% year on year, despite some milk having to be disposed 
of. However, there was a 57% increase in milk going into powders between March and April 
2020. At the same time last year, the increase was only 21%.  

For cheddar, reports indicate that increased 
production mainly went into retail and stocks 
remain tight, as foodservice markets generally 
rely more on imported cheddar than domestic. 
For butter and powders, it is probable that some 
went into storage. Although storing product can 
help short-term, there are limitations to storage 
capacity and product will need to be sold 
eventually. Although UK restrictions have eased 
very little so far, some other countries in the EU 
have started to reopen in recent weeks, and the 
returning demand there has helped support UK 
markets. 

Farmers in the UK are hoping for a change in weather conditions after the driest May for 
many years, as this will help the grass recover and stop the need to buy in more animal feed 
and supplements which are up 15/20% on pre Covid19 conditions. Pricing on other key dairy 
lines including eggs is unchanged over the last month but there could still be rises 
throughout the year until the country gets back to some sort of normality. 

 

As for our dairy supply partners, we will continue to support them and make sure 
we adapt to all our customers’ needs during this difficult year.  
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